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PREFACE.

ASTRA Darpana is, trae to its name, a mirror
{%’ wherein are faithinily reflected the tenets of
the ADVAITA VEDANTs as embodied in the
ell-known Brahma Sotras  These Brabma-sutras bave
besn variously interpreted by several learned men of
different creeds bot it is clearly and convincingly
shown in the baok ealled VYASATATPARTA NimNaya *
by Ayyanna Diksbita who lived about 150 years azo
that S5 Vyass while writing the Brahmasutras conld
tiave had in view the advaitic interpretation only. Hence
a peculiar impartance is attsched to this interpretation
and nwmong the Advaitins tbe expression “ VEDAXTA
$AsTRA"  inelades the following five works wiz,
1 Brahmssutras by So Vyass, 2 Bhashya by Si
“Bankara Bhagavatpads, 3. Bhamati, a commentary on
the Bhasbya, by Vachaspati Misrs, 4. Kalpatara, 2
eommentaty on Bhamat' by Amalananda and 5. Pari-
mals s commentary on Kalpatarn by Appaya Dikshita.
Of these mighty intellects in the fie)d of Advsita
Philosopby the fonrth viz.  Amalananda was pot satis-
fird with writing the Kalpaturn, He yearned to write an
lmlrpomlem treatise on the Brahma Sotras with the

* Poblnbed 1n the Surtna Foouzes Semer at ehe Ef Vand
Yelaw Prees, Brirangaas  Ge fvo. &, 8 cnly.
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Professor of Minrarosa at the Sanskrit Institate of Ban-
gelore to whom our sincere thaoks are due. This forms
the second of the three precious sastraic gems jssued
from the Sr1Vani Vilas Press within the course of about
thirty days, the other two being the Bhagavadgita with
the y called Brah dagiri and the Tait-
trivopanishad Bhbashya with the commentary called
Vanamala. It will be an ample recompense to our-
labours if the literary Pablic rightly appreciate the valus
of these therto uopublished, yea even unknown
scholarly works.

J. K. Balasubrabmanyam..
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